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There is something very special about The Suthers School; borne out 
of growing demand for an additional secondary school in Newark, 
The Suthers School has at its heart the absolute conviction that young 
people deserve an education that excites and enthuses and one that 
prepares them for a successful future as global citizens.

There is no doubt that, as a brand new school, we are in an enviable 
position—able to craft a curriculum that meets the needs of our 
students and provide an extended school day which guarantees access 
to a wealth of extra-curricular and enrichment opportunities. 

By striking a balance between challenge and support, we promise 
to deliver a highly academic curriculum and to empower the young 
people of Newark to do more than they ever thought possible. 

I really do hope that you will be able to visit us soon and experience 
the difference for yourself. 

Andrew Pettit 
Head of School

WELCOME
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The Suthers School is a brand new, 
non-selective, 11–18 secondary school 
which opened in September 2017 and 
serves the communities of Fernwood, 
Balderton and Newark-on-Trent.
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The Suthers School seeks to provide a first-class education to all of its 
pupils; an education which ranks character development alongside 
rigorous academic preparation and one which instils aspiration, 
resilience, compassion, tolerance and respect. By striking a balance 
between challenge and support, The Suthers School will prepare the 
young people of Newark to take their place as global citizens and 
enable them to achieve ambitious goals, no matter what their starting 
point. Pupils at The Suthers School will value themselves and all those 
they encounter. 

Work hard, be kind

The principles of working hard and being kind underpin everything 
we do at The Suthers School—it is the mantra upon which our staff 
work, the foundation upon which our policies are developed and 
above all, shapes the very behaviours we seek to model for and see 
developed in our pupils. 

We encourage staff to be creative, independent and ambitious. We 
expect them to challenge and inspire our students, providing high 
quality and engaging learning experiences that motivate students to be 
the very best they can be. 

We develop commitment, independence and courtesy in all of our 
students. We expect the very highest standards and in return we value 
and respect student ideas and opinions.

We explicitly promote leadership skills and offer a range of 
opportunities for students to take an active role in developing their 
school.

Our extended school day enables us to offer a wide-ranging 
enrichment programme and opportunities to promote independent 
learning. Students are expected to learn beyond the classroom and to 
develop the skills and attributes they need to compete with the very 
best in the country.

ETHOS
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At The Suthers School your child's tutor will play a key role in ensuring 
their continuing happiness, well-being and academic success. Tutors 
serve as the first point of contact between school and home and will 
play an instrumental role in helping your child develop the skills 
needed to thrive within and beyond school. 

You will also receive timely updates on your child's progress through 
regular reports, online data, parent consultation events and parents' 
evenings.

As your child progresses through The Suthers School, their attainment 
and well-being will be closely monitored, ensuring that students are 
recognised and rewarded when they succeed and supported when 
things are more challenging.

The Suthers School is fully committed to creating a caring school 
community where the health, happiness and well-being of every 
student will always be prioritised.

At The Suthers School, pupils will always be treated as an individual; 
we will make every effort to ensure their needs are understood and 
catered for in each and every lesson. Pupils will feel safe and supported 
at all stages in their intellectual, physical and social development. 

Strong support will be provided to guide pupils in making the right 
decisions. We firmly believe in doing the right thing because it is the 
right thing to do and this will be supported by a climate where older 
pupils act as positive role models and where all pupils gain first-hand 
experience of local and global action. 

PASTORAL
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CURRICULUM

Our highly academic curriculum will provide pupils with a strongly 
disciplined and exciting learning environment and will ensure that 
all pupils will succeed and achieve. Pupils need to acquire knowledge, 
understanding and skills that will equip them to operate successfully 
in an ever-changing world. 

Our curriculum will enable all pupils, regardless of background and 
prior attainment to achieve.

At Key Stage 3 students will study a two-year programme that covers 
all the National Curriculum subjects. The Suthers School will operate 
a banding system that ensures pupils are taught in groups that are 
well-matched to their ability. Data drawn from primary schools, from 
KS2 tests and from our own baseline assessments will be used to 
determine the most suitable groups and inform our early-intervention 
programme. 

During our three year Key Stage 4 programme, all students will study 
the English Baccalaureate core subjects of English, Mathematics, 
Science, a Modern Foreign Language and a Humanities subject.

A wide range of option subjects including drama, art, computer 
science, technology and sports supplement the core curriculum. We 
expect all our students to achieve at least eight passes at grade 5 or 
above including the English Baccalaureate subjects.

The Suthers School will deliver educational provision at Key Stage 5 
that is in keeping with academic tradition and provides access to a 
broad range of facilitating subjects so that our students have access to 
the very best higher education opportunities and are empowered to be 
able to make positive choices about their future pathways. 



Our extended curriculum provides pupils with guaranteed access 
to an exciting range of extra-curricular and enrichment activities; 
from swimming coaching and creative arts clubs to Chinese language 
lessons and participation in national charity campaigns, pupils at 
The Suthers School will benefit from a truly enriching curriculum. 
Such access is an essential part of a balanced and exciting education, 
which not only develops highly desired employability skills, but also 
contributes to a truly rounded educational experience. 

It is important to us that each pupil has the freedom to develop his 
or her interests and skills through the highest quality provision and 
that this should be provided without additional cost. Our extensive 
programme has been carefully planned to provide a variety of creative, 
sporting, social and academic opportunities throughout the school 
year, some of which lead to nationally recognised qualifications 
such as LAMDA, the Young Lifeguarding Award and the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award.

We will offer both team and individual sports coaching and 
competition and provide the opportunity to compete against other 
schools in regular sporting fixtures.

Underpinning the enrichment programme at The Suthers School will 
be the ambition to involve pupils in local and global action, to develop 
essential employability skills and to provide a range of activities to 
excite and enthuse pupils of all abilities. 

ENRICHMENT
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ACHIEVEMENT

Student achievement is at the heart of everything we do. We believe 
that academic and examination success provides the foundation 
that allows students to make the most of their lives and associated 
opportunities.

Exciting, engaging and inspiring lessons encourage achievement 
and we will constantly strive to provide your child with the very best 
educational experiences.

Should your child require additional support, a range of services are 
available to ensure every student’s success, whatever their individual 
educational needs.

The Suthers School is a member of the Nova Education Trust, which 
brings a track record of success.

The trust’s ability to deliver high levels of achievement in a variety of 
contexts speaks for itself; Toot Hill School achieved record results in 
2014 with 84% of all students in Year 11 gained five or more GCSE 
grades A*–C including English and Mathematics (new measure).
Meden School in Market Warsop and NUSA (Nottingham University 
Samworth Academy) in Bilborough have both been transformed from 
schools in Special Measures to achieving Ofsted ‘Good’ ratings.

The Suthers School then does not stand alone and is firmly committed 
to achieving an ‘Outstanding’ rating in every aspect of its provision. 



Choosing the right secondary school for your child is a very important 
decision. We will offer regular events throughout Year 6 allowing you 
to meet our staff and ask any questions you might have to help you 
make the best choice.  

We understand that the transition from primary school to secondary 
school can be a daunting prospect for both pupils and parents. Once 
you have chosen The Suthers School, we will provide a comprehensive 
programme of events throughout the year allowing your child to meet 
their peers, engage with staff and begin to make lasting friendships.

We will also offer a series of meetings for all prospective parents 
allowing you to develop a strong working relationship with the 
school staff and other parents. We firmly believe that truly effective 
education should be about much more than a group of teachers 
working with a group of pupils and a group of parents—it is about 
working as a team and striving together to achieve the same goal. That 
goal is to empower the young people of Newark and its surrounding 
communities to achieve more than they ever thought possible.

TRANSITION
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